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The Mystery Club needs a new case and this time, you are the author!
Plan your own mystery story by deciding what has happened, who might
be involved and which clues will help your detectives uncover the truth.

Use each case file to build your
mystery before you begin writing.

Create Your Own Mystery

WHO ARE YOUR DETECTIVES? WHAT ARE THEY GOOD AT?

WHAT COULD MAKE

THE CASE DIFFICULT?

Case file 1: build your own mystery

the mystery

the setting

the detectives

What has happened? Has something disappeared, has something strange

happened, is someone keeping a secret or is there something nobody can explain?

Where and when will your mystery take place?

Think about how the setting could make the story more mysterious.

Te
xt
by
Fl
eu
r
H
itc
hc
oc
k.
Ill
us
tr
at
io
ns
by
H
a
nn
a
h
Pe
ck
.©
H
od
d
er
&
St
ou
g
ht
on
Li
m
ite
d
.

M
a
lo
ry
To
w
er
s
®
,E
ni
d
Bl
yt
on
®
a
nd
En
id
Bl
yt
on
's
si
g
na
tu
re
a
re
re
g
is
te
re
d
tr
a
d
e
m
a
rk
s
of
H
od
d
er
&
St
ou
g
ht
on
Li
m
ite
d
.A
ll
rig
ht
s
re
se
rv
ed
.

Discover more resources at
HachetteSchools.co.uk

Discover more books at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk



A good mystery gives readers more than one possible explanation. Your suspects can
behave suspiciously without being guilty - they might simply have secrets of their own.

Create Your Own Mystery

Who are they? Why might readers suspect them? What might they be hiding?

CASE FILE 2: SUSPECTS & EVIDENCE
suspect 1

Who are they? Why might readers suspect them? What might they be hiding?

suspect 2

Who are they? Why might readers suspect them? What might they be hiding?

suspect 3

red herring! A red herring is something that seems like an important clue but actually leads
the detective - and the reader - in the wrong direction. What will yours be?

CLUE 1 CLUE 2 CLUE 3
FOLLOW THE CLUES

Something small that is
noticed early on.

Something that becomes
important later.

The clue that helps
solve the mystery.
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Now put your ideas in order. Make sure the
mystery grows as the story continues and
that your final reveal explains
the clues you planted earlier.

Create Your Own Mystery

Something strange happens... How will you introduce the mystery?

CASE FILE 3: SOLVE THE CASE
1. the beginning

Things get more mysterious... What will the detectives discover? Who will they suspect?

2. the investigation

3. the twist
Surprise the reader... What changes what the detectives - and the reader - think is happening?

The best mystery solutions are surprising and fair. When readers discover the answer,
they should be able to look back and realise that the clues were there all along.

4. the reveal
Mystery solved! Who or what
was really responsible?
Which clues suddenly make
sense?

• an intriguing mystery to
solve

• a detective or team of
detectives

• at least two believable
suspects

• clues that genuinely point
towards the solution

• at least one convincing red
herring

• a surprising but believable
reveal

• an ending that explains the
important clues

mystery Writer's
Checklist

5. the ending

top tip

What happens next? How will
the characters react once the
truth is discovered?
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Extract taken from Chapter Seven of Malory Towers
Mystery Club: Kidnap at Midnight by Fleur Hitchcock.

• Margaret nods and opens her mouth “as if to say something, but stopped”. Why
might the author include that detail? What could it suggest about Margaret?

• Marie says that the two white horses “look exactly the same”. Why might that
detail be important in a mystery story?

• How does Margaret react when she sees Ariadne? Give details from the text.

• Bill says that Ariadne has been “placid until now”. How does Ariadne’s sudden
change help to build the mystery?

• Do you think Margaret really has “an allergy from the hay”? Why or why not?

• If you were Emma, Marie or Sheila, what would you write in the Mystery Club
notebook after this moment?

Discussion Questions – Extract 1
To be completed after reading Chapter Seven

discussion questions
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Discussion Questions – Extract 2
To be completed after reading Chapter Sixteen
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Extract taken from Chapter Sixteen of Malory Towers
Mystery Club: Kidnap at Midnight by Fleur Hitchcock.

• Why does Emma decide to follow Margaret? Which details in the extract
make Margaret’s behaviour seem suspicious?

• How does the author build tension as Emma follows Margaret through the
school? Find details that make the scene feel secretive or suspenseful.

• Why do you think Emma takes off her shoes before moving along the
corridor? What does that reveal about her at this moment?

• When Emma realises Margaret has gone into Miss Grayling’s office, why is she
so shocked?

• Margaret whispers “Pater?” into the phone. What might that tell us about the
person she is calling, and why might the author leave this mysterious?

• Do you think Emma is right to listen at the door, or has she gone too far?
Explain your view.

discussion questions
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Extract taken from Chapter Twenty-Two of Malory Towers
Mystery Club: Kidnap at Midnight by Fleur Hitchcock.

• Why does Sheila believe Cloud is their only chance of stopping the horsebox?
Use details from the extract to support your answer.

• Emma says, “That would be awfully brave.” What does this show about how she
sees Sheila’s plan?

• Sheila says she is “Absolutely sure”, but Emma “didn’t believe her”. What does
that reveal about bravery in this moment?

• How does the author make the scene feel urgent and tense as the girls prepare
Cloud for the ride?

• What does Emma’s decision to help Sheila straight away reveal about their
friendship and about Emma’s character?

• Do you think Sheila’s plan is brave, risky, or both? Explain your answer.

discussion questions

Discussion Questions – Extract 3
To be completed after reading Chapter twenty-two
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Character Study–Emma Swift

While reading Malory Towers Mystery Club: Kidnap at Midnight by Fleur
Hitchcock, gather information about the main character, Emma. Add to
each category as the story develops and you learn more about her.

What do you know about Emma?

How do Emma’s thoughts and feelings
about Malory Towers change?

What does Emma notice and discover as
the mystery develops?

How does Emma’s role in the Mystery Club develop?
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The horsebox is heading for the gates and Sheila, Emma and Cloud
need to get there first! Help them race through the Malory Towers
grounds and reach the school gates before the horsebox escapes. Watch
out for wrong turns, dead ends and distractions along the way. Can
you guide them to the finish in time?

Midnight Mystery Maze
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Lacrosse
Pitch

Woods

Main School
Building

Swimming
Pool

Wrong
Turn!

Wrong
Turn!

Dead
End!

Dead
End!

So
close!

FINISH

START
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