
Scary — Curriculum Crossover Map
KS2 with KS3 links · SCARY by Laura Mucha & Hannah Peck (Hodder) 

The strongest fit is PSHE / Health Education “mental wellbeing” — the book maps onto it almost line-for-line. 

Subject & key stage Statutory / curriculum point Where it lives in SCARY 

PSHE / Health Ed — Mental 
wellbeing (KS1–2, statutory) 

A normal range of emotions incl. fear; 
recognise & talk about emotions with a 
varied vocabulary; judge whether 
feelings are proportionate; self-care & 
self-regulation; where and how to seek 
support 

The fear/anxiety spine: Freeze, Fight or Flight; 
Fear vs Worry (the scorpion-shaped rock = 
proportionate vs disproportionate fear); fear-
words throughout; The Benefits of Breathing; 
“talk to a trusted adult” 

Health Ed — Mental wellbeing 
(KS3, statutory) 

Recognising when feelings / behaviour 
are a concern; anxiety; self-regulation; 
seeking help 

Anxiety & anxiety disorders; learned fear 
(Pavlov / Thorndike); coping strategies 

Science — Evolution & 
inheritance (KS2, Y6) 

Adaptation to environment; “adaptation 
may lead to evolution”; fossils 

Apatosaurus; camouflage (spider crab, 
gharial), venom / poison (cobra, dart frog, 
death stalker), bioluminescence (gossamer 
worm, viperfish), super-senses (star-nosed 
mole) 

Science — nature of science 
(Upper KS2 / KS3) 

Scientific ideas change over time; modify 
explanations for new evidence 

Apatosaurus displayed with the wrong head 
for 45 years – a memorable case of self-
correction 

Science — Living things & 
habitats (KS2, Y4–6) 

Classification; food chains; 
interdependence; environments can 
change 

Classifying 23 animals across 10+ groups; food 
webs (sharks→dugongs→seagrass; 
bees→pollination; vultures / bats / 
cassowaries as cleaners & seed-dispersers) 

Science — Animals incl. humans 
+ Light (KS2, Y6)

Circulatory system; objects are seen 
because they give out or reflect light 

“What makes your heart race?” + breathing; 
bioluminescence; the viperfish's light-
transparent teeth 

English (KS2, statutory) 

Prepare & perform poems (intonation, 
tone, volume); recognise poetry forms; 
learn by heart; write poetry; write 
reports / explanations / opinions; oracy 

23 persona poems to perform & imitate; fact 
pages to model report / explanation; the 
“should we fear it?” structure for debate 

Geography (KS2 / KS3) 
Biomes & climate zones; oceans, deserts, 
rainforests; climate change (KS3) 

Twilight-zone oceans, rainforest (cassowary, 
dart frog), desert (Gobi bear, death stalker), 
grassland (lion); the viperfish carbon story; a 
warming Gobi 

Maths (KS2) 
Measurement & scale; large numbers; 
percentages; data handling 

Whale shark ≈ a bowling lane; a mole tunnel ≈ 
10 football pitches; 100 million sharks; 80% of 
a lion's day asleep; turn the studies into charts 

Art & Design (KS2 / KS3) Drawing, painting, collage; imagination 
Hannah Peck's mixed-media style; 
observational drawing; “design your own 
misunderstood creature” 

Free curriculum-linked teaching resources for these areas are available separately (persona-poem pack; two PSHE 
fear/worry activities; a science/English misunderstood-animal case file). 

The teaching resources work brilliantly with the following specific calendar days: 

○ World Crocodile Day (Thu 17 Jun 2027);
○ Shark Awareness Day (Wed 14 Jul 2027);
○ World Snake Day (Fri 16 Jul 2027);
○ International Vulture Awareness Day (5 Sept 2026);
○ Halloween (31 Oct 2026);
○ National Poetry Day (1 Oct 2026);
○ World Poetry Day (21 Mar 2027);
○ World Mental Health Day (10 Oct 2026);
○ Children's Mental Health Week (1-7 Feb 2027);
○ Mental Health Awareness Week (10 May 2027).




























































