ILLUSTRATED BY GIOVANNI RIGANO

Choose a keg moment from War and create an alternative version of the scene as
a comic str'Lp. Think about one thmg that could hc.ppen d'ufferentlg. How would
this change the scene? What mlght the characters say, do or feel?
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EOIN COLFER Al

At the begmmng of War, Kat's life is full of ordmarg thmgs fam.tlg friends, home
and freedom. When the war begms, her world changes ClU,I.CkLLJ.

Compo.re Kat's life before the invasion and after the war begi.ns. Think co.refu,llg
about what changes and what stags meortant to her.

PART OF KATs LIFE BEFORE THE WAR AFTER THE WAR BEGINS
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Which change ho.d. the bngest Lm.po.ct on Kat? ExplaLn. your answer.
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CHARACTER STUDY - KAT

N P EOIN COLFER AN

While reading War bg Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin, 9ather information about
the main character, Kat. You should add to each categorg as the storg d.evelops,

o.n.d. HOU, learn more O.lDOU.t her.

What do you know about Kat? m

How does Kat's life cho.n.ge when the || How does Kat show courage throu.ghou.t
war begi.n.s? the storg?

How does Kat cho.n.ge as the story progresses?
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In War, Kat and other children lose many of the thmgs that should help them

feel SO.‘FQ, cared. 'FOF and free.

CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT T0:

feel safe and protected
» Llive with their family
* have food and clean water

+ have shelter and a safe pla.ce to live

- go to school and learn

+ share thetr thoughts feelings and ideas -

Can you think of moments in the book where children did not have these rights?

CHALLENGE

Choose one moment from the storg where a child’s rlghts are affected. Explo.'m how

the moment he[ps the reader understand the 'meo.ct of war on children.
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Imo,g'me Kat has found a qui.et moment after Papo. has been taken bg the soldiers.
Write her d.'Larg entrg for that nlght. Think about what she saw, how she felt,

what she is afraid of, and what she might decide to do next. Remember to write
in first person from her perspecti.ve.

Dear D'Lo.rg.
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In War, Adam is a young soldier, but he does not feel free to
write the truth in his letters home. He knows that someone else
might read his words before theg reach his fo,mtlg. Imag'me
Adam is wr'Lt'Lng a letter to his sister, Helena. On the surface,

his letter should sound calm and ord'marg. However, hidden
inside the letter, Adam wants to tell Helena how he rea[[g feels.

ADAM 'S LETTER SHOULD:

sound like a normal letter to his sister

include some ordinary details about daily life
hide a secret rﬁ.essage or feeling |
show that Adam is frlghte_ned, homesick or unsure about the war

be careful en.ou.gh that a censor m.i.ght not notice the truth

CHOOSE ONE HIDDEN MESSAGE METHOD:

FIRST LETTER MESSAGE CaAPiTAL LETTER MESSAGE
The first letter of each sentence spells Some capttal letters inside the letter

out Adam’s secret message. spell out Adam’s secret message.
Example: Example:

Hopefu,llg, I will be home before too [ong. [ am trtji.ng to sto.g brave, but [ miss
Evergone here is keep'mg bu.sg. Helena, Mum and Dad mOre than I
Let Mum know I am eating well. can say. SoMetimes I drEam about
Please look after 3ou.rself. the farm.

Hidden message: HELP Hidden message: HOME

BQ{:OFQ HOU. beg’m, decide Ado.m's secret messo.ge.

It could be someth'mg like:

[ am scared. « I miss you.
I want to come home. « Do not believe evergthmg you hear.

This war is wrong.

HQI.P me.
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In War, gro.fﬁti is used to share fee[’mgs, memories and messages that cannot alwags be
spoken aloud. Desi.gn a mural Lnsplred bLJ one of the book's themes: hope, fo.milg, loss,
resistance, freedom or survival. Think co.refullg about the symbo[s, colours and words you
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