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Diary Entry

After reading Chapter Four of Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by Yasmin
Abdel-Magied, write a diary entry from the perspective of Sadeeqa explaining her
experience of encountering the golden horse.

You should describe the build-up to seeing the golden horse, the event itself, her
intense emotions, how she reacted, and how she felt after running away. You can also
use the diary entry to make a prediction about what you think will happen next.

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

Dear Diary,
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Diary Entry
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Discussion Questions - Extract 1

Extract taken from Chapter Four of Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by
Yasmin Abdel-Magied.

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

• How did Sadeeqa react when she saw the horse? Give details from the text.
• The narrator asks, “Was it a dream, or a hallucination?” Why might the
author include that question here? What does it tell us about Yumna’s state
of mind?

• The horse is described as “glowing” and “otherworldly,” but its eyes are
“wild” and it is “foaming.” What does this mixture of images make you feel
about the horse — friend, enemy, or something else?

• Why does Yumna decide to edge closer to the horse even though she is
scared? What does that show about her character?

• Have you ever felt both excited and frightened at the same time, like Yumna?
• Do you think Yumna made the right choice trying to calm the horse?
Why or why not?
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Discussion Questions - Extract 2

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

Extract taken from Chapter Ten of Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by
Yasmin Abdel-Magied.

• What is Yumna trying to work out about the Moonlight Monster at the start of
the extract?

• What new clue makes Yumna believe the Moonlight Monster is inside the BnB?
• Why does Yumna feel frustrated when the Moonlight Monster disappears?
Which words or phrases show this?

• Yumna calls peeking into the window “creepy”. Why does she still do it
anyway? What does this tell us about her personality?

• How can we tell that Yumna is becoming more certain she has solved the
mystery by the end of the extract?

• Why does Yumna immediately run towards the BnB instead of waiting or
telling her friends first? What might this decision suggest about her
strengths and weaknesses?

•
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Discussion Questions - Extract 3

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

Extract taken from Chapter Eighteen of Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse
by Yasmin Abdel-Magied.

• Why is Yumna so shocked to see Norton with the security guards?

• What does Hector’s description of Norton as a “loyal servant” suggest about
power and control in this moment?

• How can we tell that Yumna feels betrayed by more than one person, not just
Norton?

• Why do you think Mr Turner turns away instead of responding to Yumna?

• Why do you think Yumna’s question “ARE YOU EVEN A HERPETOLOGIST?!” is
written in capital letters? What effect does this have on the reader?

• The final line introduces the sound of “a thousand buzzing insects.” What
mood does this create, and why might the author end the scene this way?
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• Sight: What does it look like?

• Smell: What can you notice in the air when you step inside?

• Light and shadow: Is it bright, dim, or full of shifting shadows?

• Sounds: What noises can be heard, or what makes it feel quiet?

• Atmosphere: How does the building make you feel?

Setting Description - Glebe Manor

After reading Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by Yasmin Abdel-Magied, write
a paragraph describing Glebe Manor, the Maidstone’s property. Think about using your
senses to bring the place to life. You might include:

Try to use powerful adjectives and phrases to help the reader imagine the scene clearly.

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026
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Setting Description - Glebe Manor

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026
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Character Study - Yumna Yousif

While reading Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by Yasmin Abdel-Magied,
gather information about the main character, Yumna. You should add to each
category as the story develops, and you learn more about her.

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

What do you know about Yumna?

How does Yumna change as the story
progresses?

How does Yumna’s role in the group change?

How does Yumna see herself compared
to her friends?
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