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After reading Chapter Four of The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, write a diary
entry based on the moment Lucas meets Alice for the first time.

In this scene, Lucas discovers a mysterious girl hiding her horse in an abandoned
stable. Both characters are nervous for different reasons, and their first conversation
is tense but important. Choose to write as Lucas or Alice, and describe what you
saw, how you felt, and what you were worried about during this surprising meeting.
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Diary Entry

Dear Diary,
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Extract taken from Chapter Two of The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker.
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Discussion Questions
Extract 1

Discussion Questions
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• Why do you think Lucas chooses to offer his fishing lure to Marcel and Claude?
What does this tell us about him?

• Why do Marcel and Claude laugh and run off after throwing the sack into the
canal? What might this reveal about their personalities or their view of Lucas?

• Lucas handles the dead kitten so carefully and says, “I see you.” What does this
reveal about how he feels about life and loss?

• Why do you think the author describes Lucas’s actions in such detail during this
scene? How does it help us understand his character?

• What does the author mean by “He was their solid”?

• How does the author create tension and emotion in this part of the story?

• What do you think might happen to Lucas and the kittens next?

• How might this experience change Lucas’s actions or feelings later in the story?



Extract taken from Chapter Twenty-One of The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker.
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Discussion Questions
Extract 2

Discussion Questions

Discover more resources at
HachetteSchools.co.uk

Discover more books at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk

• How does the extract show the challenges of everyday life under occupation?
• Why do you think ordinary moments, like buying lemons or cutting candy, are

included alongside stories of danger and loss?
• Why do you think Lucas continues helping others, even though it is dangerous?

What does this reveal about his character?
• Mme Lamar warns Lucas about the risk he is taking. Why might she trust him despite

knowing the danger?
• How does this scene explore the theme of courage in the face of danger?
• How do small acts of kindness or care, like the wrapped sweets or helping the kittens,

become important in such a dangerous world?
• Why do you think the author includes small sensory details, like the “smoky light of

the kerosene lamps” or the wrapped sweets?
• What effect does contrasting ordinary life with news of danger have on the reader,

and why might the author have chosen to do this?



Extract taken from Chapter Fifity-Two of The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker.
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Discussion Questions
Extract 3

Discussion Questions

Discover more resources at
HachetteSchools.co.uk

Discover more books at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk

• How does the author use the description of the cottage and stable to make you feel
the danger or tension in this scene?

• What words or phrases tell you that Lucas feels trapped or anxious?

• Why do you think Lucas pulls back the curtain for Felix?

• Felix covers Lucas’s hand as he drinks. What does this small action tell you about
their relationship?

• How does Alice’s behaviour show her feelings about the situation with Hugo and Bia?

• How does the author create suspense when Hugo appears at the stable?

• Why do you think Lucas continues helping Felix and Bia, even though it’s
dangerous? What does this reveal about him?

• What do you think Hugo will do after seeing Bia?



Fold your sheet in half both ways.

There are lines on the booklet to
help guide you.

Lay your paper flat again and fold
both of the short edges into the
centre.

Using scissors, carefully cut along
the centre fold.

Fold the paper in half long ways,
then pull the cut open.

Push the sides together,
closing the gap you have cut.

Fold the pages round so the cover is
at the front. If you want your book
to be extra strong, glue the insides of
the pages so it holds it’s shape.
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How to fold your minibook.
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After reading Chapter Ten of The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, write a letter to
Lucas from the perspective of Mme Garnier.

In this letter, Mme Garnier is thinking back to the frightening moment when the
soldiers entered her office and the hidden note slipped from her sleeve. She wants
to tell Lucas how worried she was, how brave and quick-thinking he had been,
and how grateful she feels for his help.

Write as Mme Garnier, explaining what happened, how she felt at the time, and
why Lucas’s actions mattered so much. You can also include a gentle warning
about being careful and keeping what he saw a secret.
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Letter
Writing



While reading The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, gather information about the
main character, Lucas. You should add to each category as the story develops, and
you learn more about him.
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Character Study
Lucas Dubois

What do you know about Lucas?

What is Lucas’s relationship with Alice?

How do other people in the story help Lucas develop his personality?

How does Lucas change as the story
progresses?
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After reading The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, write a newspaper report about
the incredible story featured in the book.
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Newspaper
Report

TH E BOY WHO S AV ED
A B A B Y ON HOR S E B AC K

NUMERO S P E C I A L
MA I 1 9 4 4L I B ERAT I ON
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After reading The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, write a paragraph describing the
abandoned stable that Lucas discovers. Think about using your senses to bring the
place to life. You might include:

Try to use powerful adjectives and phrases to help the reader imagine the scene
clearly.

• Smell: What can you notice in the air when you step inside?
• Light and shadow: Is it bright, dim, or full of shifting shadows?
• Sounds: What noises can be heard, or what makes it feel quiet?
• What makes it feel hidden: Why might this place be secret or hard to find?
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Setting Description
The Abandoned Stable
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Setting Description
The Abandoned Stable



Life at the Abbey and an Unexpected Problem1. A New Friendship and a Secret Place2.

News That Forces a Difficult Decision7. A Race Towards Safety8.

Deliveries That Reveal More Than Expected3. A Moment of Quick Thinking4.

Learning the Truth About the People Around Him5. Making a Safe Hiding Place6.

While reading The Lions’ Run by Sara Pennypacker, make notes on the key points of
the story.
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Story Map
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ABBEY

ALICE

BIA

BRAVERY

CANAL

FELIX

FRIENDSHIP

HORSE

LEBENSBORN

LUCAS

RESISTANCE

STABLE
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Wordsearch
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