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Character Study -Character Study -
Lydia MarmaladeLydia Marmalade

While reading Lydia Marmalade and the Christmas Wish by
Cariad Lloyd, gather information about the main character, Lydia.
You should add to each category as the story develops and you learn more about her.

What do you know about Lydia?

What is Lydia’s personality? How does
this develop throughout the story?

What challenges does Lydia face, and how
does she deal with them?

Which other characters are important to Lydia? What role do they play in the story?
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A Christmas WishA Christmas Wish
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In Lydia Marmalade and the Christmas Wish by Cariad Lloyd,
Lydia makes a Christmas wish that the sprite, Bel, has a magical duty to grant.

Imagine that you had the opportunity to make a Christmas wish. What would you wish
for? Would it be a wish for yourself or for someone else?

Write your Christmas wish on
the label below and decorate it.
Write your Christmas wish on

the label below and decorate it.
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Discussion Questions:Discussion Questions:
• What does the way that Lady Partridge speaks to Lydia tell you about her

personality?

• Why do you think that Lady Partridge is being so strict with Lydia?

• How does Lydia feel when Lady Partridge mentions the workhouse? Why did Lady
Partridge mention the workhouse?

• Why is the blue shawl important to Lydia? How does Lady Partridge react to the
shawl?

• Why do you think that Lydia felt like nothing had happened, but soon realised
that everything had changed? What did she mean?

Extract 1:Extract 1:
PeppomberleyPeppomberley

Taken from Chapter TwoTaken from Chapter Two



Extract 2:Extract 2:
The Midwinter BallThe Midwinter Ball

Taken from Chapter ElevenTaken from Chapter Eleven
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Discussion Questions:Discussion Questions:
• Why did Lydia want to get Bel out of the tree? What did she think might happen?

• Why didn’t Bel listen to Lydia? What do you do if someone isn’t listening to you?

• Why did Bel’s behaviour make Lydia feel angry? What did it make her realise about
herself?

• How did putting herself in Bel’s shoes help Lydia understand Bel’s behaviour better?

• What do the two women think about Lydia shaking the tree? What does their
whispering tell you about them?



Extract 3:Extract 3:
RevealedRevealed

Taken from Chapter Twenty-oneTaken from Chapter Twenty-one
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Discussion Questions:Discussion Questions:
• Why did Lydia’s mother include a map in her A Guide to Surviving Peppomberley?

Why did it make Lydia laugh?

• How do you think Lydia felt when she realised that she had shared the same view
as her mother? Why was this important for her?

• Do you think Lydia’s mother had known about the sprites? How would the possibility
that her mother had encountered the sprites make Lydia feel?

• What do you think Lydia’s mother means when she says that Lady Partridge is more
fun when “she is tricked into it”?

• How do you think Lydia feels about the letter? What do you think Lydia will do
next after receiving this letter? How will it influence her actions?



On pages 178-180 of Lydia Marmalade and the Christmas Wish by
Cariad Lloyd, Bertie is accused of stealing Marianne’s ruby necklace during the
Midwinter Ball.
Write a diary from the perspective of Bertie. Explain how he felt when he was accused of
stealing, what he was actually doing when he was supposedly taking the necklace, who
he thinks might have done it and what he thinks will happen to him.

Diary Entry - BertieDiary Entry - Bertie
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Diary Entry - BertieDiary Entry - Bertie
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