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While reading The White Giraffe series by Lauren St John, gather
information about the main character, Martine. You should add to
each category as the story develops, and you learn more about her.

character study
martine
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What do you know about Martine?

What or who does Martine feel strong connections to?

How does Martine change throughout the story?

How would you describe Martine’s
personality?
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Extract taken from Chapter 9: Elegant Ghost of The White Giraffe by Lauren St. John.

• How is Jemmy described when Martine first sees him?
Which words or phrases make him stand out to you?

• What is Martine’s immediate reaction to seeing the giraffe?

• Why do you think the author chose to compare Jemmy’s coat to “sunlit snow”?
What feeling does that give the reader?

• What clues show that Jemmy and Martine feel a connection straight away?

• Which words and images make Jemmy seem magical or mysterious?

• Why might Martine feel a special bond with Jemmy at this point in her life?

• Do you think wild animals and people can really have a connection like Martine
and Jemmy’s? Why or why not?

• Why is Martine’s first meeting with Jemmy such an important moment in the story?

discussion
questions
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Scientific Name:
Sketch a lion.

Special Adaptations:
(how their bodies are designed
to help them survive)

Habitat:

Diet:

Enemies and Threats:

Other Interesting Facts:

After reading The Lion Cub’s Secret by Lauren St. John, write a report about lions.
Use the internet to research. The Born Free Foundation have useful information on their
website –

LION
REPORT
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www.bornfree.org.uk/animals/lions
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