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What do you know about Zak?

How would you describe Zak’s
personality?

What is Zak’s relationship with Nani like?
How does it change?

How does Zak change throughout the story?

While reading The Game I Will Never Forget by Onjali Q.
Raúf, gather information about the main character, Zak.
You should add to each category as the story develops,
and you learn more about him.
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Character Study - ZakCharacter Study - Zak



After reading The Game I Will Never Forget by Onjali Q.
Raúf, have a go at playing chess using the chess board
and pieces below.

Cut out the board and the pieces.
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For these stand-up pieces, we recommend

printing them onto card.



After reading The Game I Will Never Forget by Onjali Q.
Raúf, research and then write out the rules of chess so
you can play the game.

Pawn -

Rook -

Bishop -

Queen -

Knight -

King -
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Chess Instruction WritingChess Instruction Writing

How to Play ChessHow to Play Chess

You will need:You will need:

How to playHow to play

Top tips:Top tips:

How the pieces moveHow the pieces move



• How do Mum and Dad show they still understand Zak’s intentions?
• Why does Zak say he sounds like ‘a professional criminal’? What does this show about
how he views his actions?

• When Mum and Dad ‘fell quiet and gave each other a look,’ what might they have
been thinking or feeling?

• What does the phrase ‘gifted her a beautiful moment in her life’ mean? How is a
memory like a gift?

• Do you think Zak was right or wrong to do what he did at ChessFest? Why?
• How does this extract show the difference between Zak’s hope and his parents’ thoughts
about dementia?

• If you were Zak’s friend, what advice would you give him after this conversation?
• What do you think the author wants us to understand about dementia and family
memories through this scene?
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Chapter 29Chapter 29 Discussion QuestionsDiscussion Questions

Discussion Questions:Discussion Questions:

After reading this extract from Chapter 29 of The Game I Will
Never Forget by Onjali Q. Raúf, use the discussion questions to
explore this point of the story in more depth.



After reading The Game I Will Never Forget by Onjali Q.
Raúf, write a newspaper report that recounts the big chess
match at ChessFest between Nani (Shelley Begum) and Seo-jun Li.
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Newspaper ReportNewspaper Report

Sunrise News
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After reading The Game I Will Never Forget by Onjali Q.
Raúf, write a letter from the perspective of Zak at the point
that he learns that Nani is coming to stay.

Write a persuasive letter from Zak to his parents explaining why
he should be allowed to keep his bedroom. Use clear reasons, persuasive phrases,
and polite language to convince them — remember to include examples of why the
room is important to him and what might happen if he has to give it up.

Discover more resources at
HachetteSchools.co.uk

Discover more books at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk

Text © Onjali Q. Raúf, 2025 Illustrations © Pippa Curnick, 2025Text © Onjali Q. Raúf, 2025 Illustrations © Pippa Curnick, 2025

Persuasive LetterPersuasive Letter



Cross out each word
as you find it.
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Answers
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