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What do you know about Pippa?

What challenges does Pippa face, and how does
she deal with them?

Whispering Hollow by Rachel BurgeWhile reading Whispering Hollow by Rachel Burge, gather information
about the main character, Pippa. You should add to each category as
the story develops and you learn more about her.

What is Pippa’s relationship like with Jed?
How does it develop throughout the story?
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What is Pippa’s personality?
How does this develop throughout
the story?
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Whispering Hollow by Rachel BurgeGrandpa’s house in Whispering Hollow by Rachel Burge is like a haunted house
in a Halloween story. Use it as the setting for your own spooky story. Make sure
that you use your best descriptive writing skills to create a picture of it in the
mind of your readers. How will you build tension in your Halloween story?
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Whispering Hollow by Rachel Burge.The spriggans are important characters in Whispering Hollow by Rachel Burge.
Go outside and collect natural materials that you can use to create a collage of
your very own spriggan. After you have created your collage, use it to inspire a
character description. Think about its appearance, what it smells like, how it
moves and what its personality is like.
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• How do the author’s descriptions of Old Mamm Spriggan help you imagine
her? Which words or phrases give you a sense of what she is like?

• Do you think Mamm is a danger to the girl? Why do you think this?

• What kinds of images or feelings do you think about when Mamm’s mind
fills with rotting things? How does the description affect your mood or
emotions?

• How does the author use nature to create images or feelings? Why is
nature so important in this extract?

• What do you think will happen if Mamm and the girl meet again?

EXTRACT 1EXTRACT 1
TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 1TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 1
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• What do you think the creature Pippa sees through the binoculars might be?
Why do you think it only appears when she looks through the binoculars?

• How does Pippa feel when she sees the creature? What would you do if you were
in her place?

• What images come to your mind when you read about the creature’s
“needle-sharp teeth” and “black-clawed fingers”? What do you think about the
way the author describes it?

• Why do you think Pippa is both scared and fascinated by the creature?
Can you think of other situations where you might feel this way?

• What affect does the sound of the twig snapping have on the scene? How does
it make you feel as a reader?

• How did Pippa know that the creature ‘meant to hurt her’?

EXTRACT 2EXTRACT 2
TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 10TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 10
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• The back door slams open with a bang. How would you feel if you were in
Pippa’s situation at that moment?

• What are your first impressions of the spriggan based on her description?
How does the author make her seem both magical and frightening?

• Pippa describes the smell of the spriggan with vivid detail. How do powerful
descriptions of smells and sights add to the atmosphere of the scene?

• Why do you think Taylor grabs Pippa’s arm and warns her against going
with the spriggan? What does this show about Taylor’s character?

• Not Jed warns Pippa against following the spriggan. How would his words
influence her decision?

EXTRACT 3EXTRACT 3
TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 25TAKEN FROM CHAPTER 25
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