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‘B
andits at tw

o thousand feet below
! L

ook lively and be ready to 

follow
 m

e to intercept!’

L
inus’s orders cut through the rushing headw

ind like a dagger. 

E
ach one of the birds under his com

m
and answ

ered ‘R
oger!’ in 

unison, and, keeping in perfect form
ation, w

aited for his next 

com
m

and.

L
inus, a tiny sw

ift from
 the green fields of E

ngland, w
as 

squadron leader of an elite fighting unit of peregrine falcons, the 

fastest and m
ost fam

ous birds in the w
hole of the R

oyal B
ird Force. 

T
hey had said it couldn’t be done: a little sw

ift com
m

anding the 

best of the R
B

F, but here he w
as, at the head of his loyal unit w

ho 

w
ould follow

 him
 to battle and back. 

H
e looked dow

n at the form
ation of enem

y bom
bers just 

4
5

D
erm

ot O
’L

eary

skirting the tops of the w
hite fluffy clouds, heading for the B

ritish 

coastline, and sm
iled to him

self. T
hey w

ouldn’t know
 w

hat had hit 

them
.

‘T
ally ho, follow

 m
e!’ he cried, banking into a steep dive tow

ards 

his quarry.

M
oving as one, his squadron follow

ed. Flying at alm
ost tw

o 

hundred m
iles per hour, the falcons and their leader m

ade the 

distance in no tim
e. T

hey levelled off, undetected, flying just above 

the lum
bering enem

y bom
bers. 

D
irectly below

 them
, L

inus could see that the lead plane, a 

Junkers 88, had its w
indow

 open. T
he pilot w

as looking around, 

m
aybe trying to determ

ine his exact location. 

L
inus knew

 exactly w
hat to do. ‘Squadron, begin intercept!’ he 

ordered.

H
e dived next to the pilot’s w

indow
, then suddenly banked 

right so that he flew
 straight into the cram

ped cockpit. B
efore 

the pilot had a chance to w
onder w

hat on earth w
as happening, 

the sm
all bird landed on his head and, using his tiny claw

s, pulled 

the pilot’s flying helm
et over his eyes. T

he cockpit descended into 

utter chaos, the pilot trying his best to control the plane, w
hich w

as 

lurching all over the skies, and the crew
 scream

ing and clim
bing 

4
5

W
in

g
s o

f G
lo

ry

over each other, trying to shoo the pesky intruder aw
ay. 

G
leefully flapping around to cause as m

uch chaos as he could, 

L
inus finally flew

 out of the cockpit, soaring steeply to safety. 

L
ooking back, he saw

 w
ith delight that his team

 had follow
ed his 

lead and every bom
ber in the form

ation w
as now

 either banking, 

diving or clim
bing. T

he w
hole G

erm
an squadron w

as in com
plete 

disarray. A
s his squadron flew

 back to join him
 one by one, he heard 

the w
elcom

e sound of a R
olls-R

oyce M
erlin engine and turned 

to see the im
posing sight of a squadron of friendly H

urricanes 

com
ing over the cliffs to intercept the bom

bers. T
he slow

er enem
y 

planes w
ere now

 scattered and vulnerable, and the birds w
atched 

w
ith satisfaction as the R

A
F either shot dow

n or chased off the last 

of the enem
y.

‘W
ell, Squadron L

eader, sir, you’ve done it again!’ exclaim
ed 

one of his w
ingm

en. ‘T
here’s not a finer bird in the R

B
F. It’s an 

honour to fly w
ith you, L

inus. L
inus . . . L

IN
U

S!’

‘L
IN

U
S! W

ake up! Y
ou have to com

e and see this!’ 

T
en thousand feet above the plains of central A

frica, L
inus w

as 

asleep on the w
ing, in the very clever w

ay that sw
ifts can, gliding 

on the rising air of the w
arm

 therm
als.
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o
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Falcons are the fastest creatures in the world, reaching speeds of over 
200m

ph. Did you know that falcons nest in our cities? They love to nest 
high up in tall skyscrapers.
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Goshawks are exceptional at flying through forests and dodging 
branches. Did you know that in m

edieval tim
es, having a goshawk was 

the ultim
ate sign of nobility?

M
o
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w

ift
Swifts are the fastest birds in level flight, reaching 70m

ph – even  
a falcon can’t beat that! Did you know that young swifts don’t land  
for the first 3-4 years of their life? 
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W
ha

t ,s y
o
ur favo

urite fo
o
d?

 

a)   Beef burger 
b)   Fish fingers
c)   Veggie sausages

W
ha

t ,s y
o
ur best 

sp
o
rts skill ?  

a)   Diving
b)   Football 
c)   Running

Ho
w

 fa
st a

re y
o
u?

a)   As fast as lightning
b)   Quite fast
c)   Super speedy

Ho
w

 o
ld w

ere y
o
u w

hen 

y
o
u first sta

rted w
a
lking?

 

a)   18 m
onths

b)   12 m
onths

c)   9 m
onths

Facts taken from
 New Scientist, W

ildlife Trust and W
oodland Trust.
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•	
Th

ey
 fl

y o
ve

r 8
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km
 a 

da
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 m
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g 
3,4
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e U
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•	
Sw
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s c

an
 sl
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 ea
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in
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ag
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e h
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u c
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 d
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 a 
bi

t b
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 ru

le
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•	
Sw

ift
s p

ai
r f

or
 lif

e a
nd

 w
ill 

re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e s

am
e n

es
t  

ea
ch

 ye
ar

 w
ith

 th
ei

r m
at

e.

•	
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re
 th

e f
as

te
st

 b
ird

s i
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ve
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ig

ht
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 th
e w

or
ld

,  
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ac
hi

ng
 ov

er
 70

m
ph
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